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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SHUMUKUR 

SUBJECT: OWEN REMARKS ON MOSCOW OLYMPICS 

L. IN A TELEVISION INTERVIEW ON AUGUST 24 IN CONNECTION 
WITH HIS NEW BOOK "HUMAN RIGHTS," FOREIGN SECRETARY 
OWEN WAS QUESTIONED ABOUT BRITAIN'S DETERMINATION TO 
EXERCISE A STRONG HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY VIS-A-VIS THE 
SOVIET UNION. THE INTERVIEWER RAISED THE MOSCOW 
GAMES. EXCERPTS FOLLOW: QUOTE 

QUESTION: WOULD THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT TAKE A STAND 
ON THE OLYMPIC GAMES IN MOSCOW IN 1980? 

OWEN: THAT MAY COME AND I'VE TOLD THE SOVIET UNION 
THAT THIS IS NOT ESSENTIALLY AN ISSUE FOR GOVERNMENTS... 

IF THE BRITISH PEOPLE AND PEOPLE AROUND THE WORLD GREW 
TO FRET. THAT THE SOVIET UNION WAS JUST RIDING TOTALLY 
ROUGHSHOD OVER THE SORT OF ETHIC AND PRINCIPLES WHICH 
STILL UNDERLIE THE OLYMPICS THEN I BELIEVE THE OLYMPICS 
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WOULD COME INCREASINGLY UNDER QUESTION AND IT WOULDN'T 
MATTER WHAT A GOVERNMENT SAID. WE WOULD BE FORCED BY 
OUR ELECTORATE... 

QUESTION: SO JUST TO BE CLEAR THE RUSSIANS CANNOT 
TAKE IT FOR GRANTED THAT THERE WILL BE OLYMPIC GAMES 
IN MOSCOW IN 1980? 

OWEN: NO, BECAUSE THIS IS A CHOICE ULTIMATELY WHICH 
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DOESN'T LIE TOTALLY IN THE HANDS OF GOVERNMENTS. IF 
THE VARIOUS ATHLETES AND GROUPS OF ATHLETES THEMSELVES 
DECIDE THEY WERE GOING TO DO IT - THE OLYMPIC GAMES 
COMMITTEE IS NOT RUN BY GOVERNMENTS APART FROM ANYTHING 
ELSE. NO THEY CERTAINLY SHOULDN'T TAKE IT FOR GRANTED. 
UNQUOTE 

2. THE "TIMES", THE "DAILY TELEGRAPH” AND SEVERAL 
OTHER NEWSPAPERS CARRIED THE STORY ON AUGUST 25. 

MOST LEFT THE IMPRESSION THAT DR. OWEN HAD RAISED 
THE ISSUE OF THE GAMES HIMSELF. 

3. A RELATED DEVELOPMENT ALSO OCCURRED YESTERDAY WITH 
THE PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT THAT AT A MEETING OF THE 
BRITISH SPORTS COUNCIL ON OCTOBER 3 A RESOLUTION 

WILL BE DEBATED THAT CALLS UPON HMG TO CANVAS NATO 
AND EEC GOVERNMENTS ABOUT A BOYCOTT OF THE MOSCOW 
OLYMPICS. 

4. COMMENT: WE SPOKE WITH SCOTT OF FCO EASTERN 
EUROPE AND SOVIET DEPARTMENT ABOUT THE OWEN INTERVIEW. 
HE SAID THAT THE FCO HAD PREPARED GUIDANCE FOR USE 

IN COMMENTING ON THE SPORTS COUNCIL RESOLUTION. THE 
GUIDANCE STATED SIMPLY THAT THE OLYMPIC GAMES WERE A 
MATTER FOR PUBLIC OPINION, NOT GOVERNMENTS. OWEN'S 
REMARKS ARE OF COURSE NOT INCONSISTENT WITH THIS LINE, 

BUT ARE NOTICEABLY SHARPER IN TONE, EVEN CONSIDERING 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 LONDON 13846 251 739Z 

THAT SEVERAL OF THE STRONGER PHASES WERE PUT IN HIS 
MOUTH BY THE INTERVIEWER. SCOTT ALLOWED THAT A QUERY 
FROM THE SOVIET EMBASSY AT SOME POINT - OR PERHAPS A 
BLURB IN PRAVDA UNCOMPLIMENTARY TO THE FOREIGN 
SECRETARY - WOULD NOT BE UNEXPECTED. IN ANY CASE, 

IT APPEARS THAT OWEN'S REMARKS WERE IMPROMPTU AND 
NOT PART OF A DELIBERATE EFFORT TO PUT THE SOVIETS 
ON THE SPOT. 

STREATOR 
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